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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC

TECHDIGEST - mybs.in/tech
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC

TECHDIGEST - mybs.in/tech

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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vvvv Dubai removesminimum realty buy

requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
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The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
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With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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vvvv Dubai removesminimum realty buy

requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local

vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv Dubai removesminimum realty buy

requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local

vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv
vvvv Dubai removesminimum realty buy

requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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India’s fee-sensitivemkt sets
a tough test forglobalvarsities
Experts say pricing could prove a bigger hurdle than regulation
auhonamukherjee
NewDelhi, 29 April

With the new academic session getting
underway,thefirstbatchofseveralforeign
university campuses in India is set to test
whetherglobalbrandappealcantranslate
into enrolments in a market where stu-
dents and families remain sharply
focusedonreturnon investment.

Students andparents aremaking like-
for-like comparisons between foreign
campuses in India and established
domestic institutions, weighing global
exposure and brand value against cost,
placements, and long-term outcomes,
experts said.

Several institutions areplanning their
first cohorts this year, aligned with the
August-Septemberacademicintakecycle,
including theUniversityofLiverpool, the
University of Aberdeen, and the Univer-
sityofYork.Others,suchastheUniversity
ofBristolandIllinoisInstituteofTechnol-
ogy, are expected to launch programmes
in the2026-27academicyear.

Thismarks the secondwaveof foreign
universities beginning academic sessions
in India, after theUniversityGrantsCom-
mission’s 2023 regulations allowed top-
rankedglobalinstitutionstoestablishfully
autonomousbranch campuseswith con-
troloveradmissions,fees,andcurriculum.

DeakinUniversity inGujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City became the first
foreign university to begin operations in
Indiain2024,followedbytheUniversityof
Wollongonglaterthatyear.TheUniversity
of Southampton inaugurated its Guru-
gramcampus in2025.

“Atthisstage,it’smoreofamarketevol-
ution than a direct threat. The impact, if
any,willfirstbevisibleinthepremiumseg-
ment,” saidAshishGupta, cofounder and
chiefexecutiveoicerofEdNexGlobal.

He said that India sees around
750,000–800,000 students go abroad
annually,manyofwhomchoosehigh-cost
destinations such as theUS, theUK, and
Australia, and could consider foreign
campuseswithin Indiaasanalternative.

Foreign universities are unlikely to
gainmajor ground in India’s higher edu-
cation market in the near term, as stu-
dents and families continue to prioritise
returnon investment over brandvalue in
a highly price-sensitive sector, according
to industryexperts.

“Over60percentofIndianfamiliesare

highlyprice-sensitive,whichmeansinter-
est doesn’t always convert into action
unless return on investment is clear,”
Gupta said, adding there has been no
material shift in application trends
towards foreign campuses in India so far,
despite risingcuriosity.

The cost of studying abroad typically
ranges from ~25 lakh to ~60 lakh, while
domestic options remain considerably
cheaper. “Unless pricing becomes more
accessible or financing options improve,
scalewill remain limited. Fornow, it is an
alternative for a specific segment, not a
mass-marketcompetitor,”Guptasaid.

Even compared with some of India’s
most expensive private institutions, for-
eignuniversity campuses are not necess-
arily cheaper. Master’s programmes at
DeakinUniversitycostaround~27lakhin
total, comparedwith roughly~39 lakh for
theone-yearpostgraduateprogrammeat
the Indian School of Business (ISB),
among the country’s most expensive
courses. At the undergraduate level, the
bachelor of business at the University of
Wollongong is priced at about ~35 lakh,
higher thanundergraduate programmes
at Ashoka University, which cost ~30-40
lakhoverall.

Emails sent toAshokaUniversity and

ISB remainedunanswereduntil the time
ofgoing topress.

Theremaybeincreasedcompetitionin
specialised fields such as businessman-
agement, data science, and international
relations, said Sudhir Kumar Pandey,
director of international admissions and
outreach at Noida International Univer-
sity.However, he said India’s higher edu-
cation market remains heavily
outcome-driven, with a majority of stu-
dentsprioritisingjobprospectsoverinsti-
tutionalbrand.

“While foreign universities will pri-
marily focus on full-time programmes,
executive education andupskilling path-
ways are expected to continue growing
independently without any perceptible
threat,” saidRanjita Raman, chief execu-
tiveoicerofJaroEducation.

She added that established institu-
tions, includingIndianInstitutesofTech-
nology, IndianInstitutesofManagement,
National Institutes ifTechnology,andtop
National Institutional Ranking Frame-
work-ranked universities, continue to
command strong trust on outcomes— in
other words, top-tier placements in a
rapidlychangingjobmarket.Foreignuni-
versities, shesaid,willneed toprove their
value tocompeteat scale.

A 2023 UGC regulation allowed globaln
universities to set up fully-autonomous
branch campuses
In second suchwave, severaln
campuses have aligned their academic
session with the Aug-Sep intake cycle

Cost of studying abroad ranges betweenn
~25 lakh and ~60 lakh, while domestic
options are significantly cheaper
Universities like these likely to losen
charm in near-term, as low fees and
better placements take precedence

Global vs local
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requirement for 2-yr residency visas
DLDscraps750,000dirhamthresholdaseligibility criteria for solo investors

gulveen aulakh
NewDelhi, 29 April

Dubai has scrapped themini-
mum property value (MPV)
requirement for solo investors
seeking two-year residency
visas,makingthemarketmore
accessible amid recent geo-
political jitters owing to the
WestAsiaconflict .

The Dubai Land Depart-
ment (DLD) in an update on
Wednesday on the DLD Cube
platform for investor visa and
real estate services, set a
400,000 Emirati dirhamfloor
price for joint buyers, while
removing the 750,000 dirham
thresholdforsolobuyers.

“Dubai has just rewritten
therulesofengagementforthe
global mid-market. Dropping
the 750,000 dirham visa
requirement is a brilliant,
aggressive play to convert
renters into long-term resi-
dents. It tells theworking pro-

fessional:youdon’tneedtobuy
luxury to belong here,” said
Ritu Kant Ojha, Dubai-based
real estate strategist & CEO,
ProactLuxuryRealEstate.

“Thegenius,however, lies in
the 400,000 dirham floor for
joint buyers — a necessary
guardrailthatkeepsoutthe‘visa-
pooling’crowd,”sheadded.

The reset repositions the
affordableandsecondarymar-
kets, according to market
watchers. This shows that

Dubai is looking beyond bil-
lionaire capital to actively
engineerastable,resident-first
economy, theadded.

“The timing couldn’t be
better,”Ojhaadded.

TheWest Asia conflict that
began on February 28 dented
Dubai’sluxurymarketmomen-
tum,sparkingwhatsomesector
experts noted as a “temporary
sentiment shock” with slower
bookings and selective buying
by high networth individuals

(HNIs). While there were no
mass exits from trophy assets
such as Palm Jumeirah, a few
discounted resales were
attributed to liquidity strains
ratherthanflightrisks.

Dubai recorded transac-
tionsworth917billiondirhams
in 2025. Indians continue to
hold their investments in the
Emiratistatewhilescoutingfor
value buys, Anuj Puri, chair-
man and founder of property
consultancy Anarock, told
Business Standard earlier.
Shekhar Patel, national presi-
dent of real estate developers’
bodyCredaihas,however, pre-
dicted a two to three year
investment slowdown and
diversificationtoIndia.

The visa easing announce-
mentissettocounteranypros-
pective lull, further attracting
India's growing HNIs to mid-
tierproperties inDubai.

Itisexpectedtospurasurge
in transactions in2026.
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Can’t annihilate religion
in the name of reform: SC

TECHDIGEST - mybs.in/tech
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TheEuropeanCommis-
sionhas askedGoogle
to allowcompetingAI
services the same
system-level
access on
Android as its
Gemini assis-
tant.Regulators
argue that
Gemini’s deep
integration
across apps,
data, anddevice func-
tions gives it a struc-
tural advantage that
could shapehowusers
interactwith smart-
phones.Googlehas

opposed themove,
citing security and pri-
vacy concerns. Itmain-
tains that suchaccess

should remain
with the device
makers.
Howdoes this
fit intobroader
EUregulation?
What could
change if the
EUenforces

this?HarshShivam
findsanswers to these
andother questions.
Scan the codeabove
to readourdetailed
digital coverage.

EUpushesGoogle to
openAndroidAI access

The Supreme Court (SC) of
India on Wednesday laid out
the limits of judicial interven-
tion in matters of faith, cau-
tioning that reform cannot
comeatthecostofdismantling
religionandthatissuesofbelief
andconscience falloutside the
domainof courtroomdebate.

The observations came on
thetenthdayofhearingbefore
anine-judgeBenchexamining
the Sabarimala reference.A
five-judgeConstitutionbench,
by a 4:1 majority verdict in
September 2018, lifted a ban
that prevented women
between the ages of 10 and 50
years from entering the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple
and held that the centuries-
old Hindu religious practice
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional. This was later referred

to anine-judge bench.
Jaising argued onWednes-

day that the individual right to
religious freedom under
Article 25(1)wouldprevail over
the rights of religious denomi-
nations under Article 26. She
maintained that courts cannot
remain entirely disengaged
from religious questions, as
judicial review is intrinsic to
theconstitutional framework.

Stressing that theConstitu-
tion is a living document, she
submitted that fundamental
rightsmustbereadinaholistic
mannerandthatreligiousprac-
ticesarecapableof reform.

Justice BV Nagarathna
remarked that Article 25(2)(b),
which enables the State to
enact laws for social reform,
doesnot itself confer a right.

bhavini mishra
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